[bookmark: National_TRIO_Day_Makes_a_Great_Local_St]National TRIO Day Makes a Great Local Story
Get coverage in the local news and promote TRIO Day on social media with the tips below!

Publish a TRIO Article in the Local Newspaper: Pitch your TRIO Day event to local newspapers by reaching out to Education Reporters, Minority Affairs Reporters, City Desk Editors, Local News Reporters, and Assignment Editors when contacting your local newspaper.

Get Coverage by the Local News Station: Contact your local television station and ask for the News Director to pitch your story. To attract television coverage and capture pictures, be sure the event is visual — banners, decorations, and lots of attendees and wear your TRIO gear!

Talk TRIO on your Local Radio Show: During the off-air time, call the host or producer of a local radio talk show or television community affairs program and pitch your idea of doing a show on National TRIO Day.
When the show airs, be sure to have plenty of callers lined up to flood the phone lines with support for TRIO.

[bookmark: Promote_TRIO_Day_on_Social_Media:]Promote TRIO Day on Social Media:
1. Use social media to promote and share your event.
2. Create an event on Facebook and post photos.
3. Keep followers updated on Twitter by using hashtags #NationalTRIODay and #TRIOWORKS.
4. Film your event, edit it, and post it on YouTube.

[bookmark: Facebook:]Facebook:
1. Post information about your upcoming activities and create an event inviting others to RSVP.
2. Share your event with students, and community partners.
3. Create excitement by posting relevant links and opportunities to get involved during the event.
4. Engage your audience by sharing success stories and uploading photos during and after TRIO Day.
[bookmark: Twitter:]Twitter:
1. Tweet announcements about the upcoming event, live tweets on TRIO Day and retweeting information from COE on TRIO to spread knowledge about the program and garner support.
2. [bookmark: Instagram:]Help start a trending topic by using the hash tags #NationalTRIODay and asking that your followers do the same.

Instagram:
Share photos and a 10-second clip of your event. Use the caption option on Instagram to talk about the importance of TRIO Day in your community and tag future community partners, community agencies and people you want to engage in your local TRIO program throughout the year.

[bookmark: Blog:]Blog:
1. Post short blogs about the before, during and after of your event.
2. Talk about why TRIO Day is important and why your program chose to participate.
3. Post texts, images, videos, quotes or links about the upcoming event.
4. Share with other local TRIO programs, students, and community partners.

[bookmark: YouTube:]YouTube:
Create a video during your event and post it online to share your event success year-round with your students and create media tools for your year-round programming.

Remember to link your multiple social media accounts before the day of the event and use the hashtags #NationalTRIODay and #TRIOWORKS to connect with COE and TRIO programs nationwide participating in the 2025 TRIO Day!

[bookmark: Sample_Media_Advisory]Sample Media Advisory
[bookmark: MEDIA_ADVISORY]MEDIA ADVISORY
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE	CONTACT
INSERT Date
[bookmark: How_[INSERT_TOWN]_Celebrates_Educational]INSERT Name Email Address Phone Number

How [INSERT TOWN] Celebrates Educational Opportunity

[INSERT CITY, STATE HERE] -- Students and graduates from [INSERT PROJECT] will participate in the 2025 National TRIO Day of Service on [INSERT DATE] to express appreciation to the community for its support of the TRIO programs. For millions of students from low-income families who strive to be the first in their families to attend and graduate from college, seven federally funded programs called TRIO are making a world of difference.

[List specific information about your project or the projects in your state here. List details such as the number of students served, the number of projects, and the number of years the project has been serving TRIO students. In addition, include one or two student quotes. Also include information about your event - speakers, awards, achievements, etc.]

Council for Opportunity in Education President Kimberly Jones conveyed, "The inaugural National TRIO Day arose as a response to potential federal funding cuts. Despite enduring financial challenges for TRIO and other vital education support programs, we find immense gratitude in transforming this annual occasion into a joyous celebration of the remarkable achievements and impactful contributions made by TRIO students and programs."

Jones emphasized the ongoing funding hurdles faced by TRIO while expressing appreciation for the program's evolution into a platform that honors the accomplishments of TRIO participants. "TRIO is privileged to garner bipartisan support on Capitol Hill," shared Jones. "It's truly gratifying to witness Members of Congress, spanning the political spectrum, unite with our students and programs to acknowledge and celebrate the commendable work of TRIO." This collective recognition underscores the bipartisan commitment to championing educational opportunities and success through the TRIO initiative.

Unlike student financial aid programs, which help students overcome financial hurdles to higher education, the TRIO programs recognize the importance of overcoming all barriers to success. For more than 50 years, they have been providing valuable supportive services to help first-generation students and students from low-income families, veterans, and students with disabilities enter and graduate from college.


TRIO services include:
· Assistance in choosing a college.
· Tutoring
· Personal and financial counseling
· Career counseling
· Assistance in applying to college.
· Workplace and college visits.


· Special instruction in reading, writing, study skills, and mathematics
· Assistance in applying for financial aid.
· Academic support in high school or assistance to re-enter high school.

Today more than 1,000 colleges, universities, and community agencies host more than 2,800 TRIO projects that serve more than 880,000 young people and adults. TRIO serves students of all racial and ethnic backgrounds. Currently, 34% of TRIO students are White, 33% are African American, 21% are Hispanic, 4% are Asian- American or Pacific Islander, 4% are American Indian, and 1% are listed as “other,” including multiracial students.
